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Cooperation in Hardship. A Study of Several Provinces’ Cooperation to Raise Soldiers’ Pay and

Provisions duﬁng the Xianfeng Period ---ccc-irrereeieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, Liu Zenghe (84)

As a result of the pressure of the war with the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, the Qing court’s treasury was empty, and
the traditional system of military appropriations was unable to function. Emperor Xianfeng was forced to issue an edict
instructing generals, governor-generals, and governors in the war zone to directly negotiate with other provinces for additional
military expenditures, rather than depending on the Ministry of Revenue. This new edict swifily brought about cooperation
among several provinces on a plan to raise soldiers’ pay and provisions. In an earlier period, the Jiangnan camp, the Zeng
Guofan and Jiang Zhongyuan camp, the Luzhou camp, and others actively planned to get soldier’s pay and provisions from
other provinces; in the later period, a plan for suppressing bandits and cooperatively raising soldiers’ pay and provisions was
also deliberately prepared. However, due to the influence of security interests, social connections and friendship, local
financial resources, and other factors, some of these plans only had minor effects, and some of them remained in the planning
stage and were never implemented. This reflected the coexistence of the new system of raising soldiers’ pay and provisions with
the old system of appropriating soldiers’ pay and provisions according to registers in wartime situations.

“Starting Work only after Clear Study.” Fei Xiaotong’s Thoughts on Rural Economics in the
19305 ANA 1OBDS -+ +vvvvrerrrvrrnrnreacutmiiiiirirtsitiierearietretsiresrseneins Li Jinzheng (101)

In the context of studies of the rural Chinese economy in the Republican period-or even in all of modern Chinese
history—Fei Xiaotong stands out as one of the most knowledgeable and influential scholars. He is not only a famous
sociologist and anthropologist, he is also a socio-economist and thinker. Through field investigations as well as broad
vision, Fei Xiaotong performed thorough and penetrating research into the Chinese rural economy. Compared to other
scholars, his publications were more comprehensive and original, providing solutions to contemporary and even future
developments in the Chinese rural economy. For instance, he argued for reducing the population, equalizing land rights,
reducing rents, building collectively managed farms, decentralized development of rural industry, balancing the relationship
between the cities and the countryside, and viewing traditional and modern forms of finance as mutually compatible. In his
explanations of and solutions for the Chinese rural economy, Fei Xiaotong was a moderate. He took a critical stance towards
existing social and economic systems, but he also realized that they had a certain degree of rationality and vitality. He
suggested that the traditional economy and modern economy were not in opposition, but rather that they could blend together
and complement each other. Though he did not present high-level abstract concepts regarding rural economic studies, he
still made important contributions to rural economics in China, and even in the rest of the world.

Constructing Theories of Socio-cultural History Using Native Resources ------- Liu Zhigin (120)

Social culture itself is a common phenomenon in human society. [t links material life, social conventions, and spirits,
and it reveals characteristics of society and culture through interactions belween upper and lower classes, and between ideas
and life. In the Chinese cultural traditions, with their long history and deep accumulation, this field has even more native
characteristics and development advantages. Life is the basic need for the survival of human beings. The people of different
countries, races, and regions need to be amply fed and clothed, but their understandings are sometimes different. The
Chinese people’s understandings of “daily use” put a premium on the relations between things and objects, and man’s
perceptions of things. Since ancient times, China has had teachings about ordinary people and daily use. Promoting
concepts from life and daily use is characteristic feature of Chinese people’s thinking. Traditional Chinese society is based
on eliquette and custom, and the etiquettes and customs are different at the national level and the non-governmental level.
When a custom becomes an etiquette, and rises 1o be a law or regulation, it has standardizing function and compulsory
power, requiring moralizing and integration of customs. The integration of etiquettes and customs has several results; there
are customs in etiquettes and etiquettes in customs, eliquettes and customs are interdependent, and they mutually enhance
the interpenetrations hetween elite culture and folk culture. Interaction between etiquettes and customs is a characteristic of
Chinese socio-cultural history.

Quality of Life; A New Dimension of Socio-cultural History Studies -------- Liang Jinghe (128)

Sheng Xuanhuai’s Family Property and Its Structure—An Analysis Based on the Results of the
Clarification of Sheng’s Legacy in 1920 «-«--coevvrmsiiimiiiiiie Yun Yan (136)

The Unused Official Seal of Taiwan’s Commanding Officer and the Zigzag Process of
Construction in Taiwan Province during the Late Qing «-----evvvveee Zheng Yonghua (147)

The Journey Back to Fujian . Incense Hall and Sacrifices to the Ancestors of Immigrants
.............................................................................. Wang Yuan, Cao Shuji (152)
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