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A Study on the Origin of Zoroastrian Temple at Dunhuang

ZHANG Xiaogui LIU Zhen

(Department of History, Ji’nan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510632)
Abstract: Chinese Xian Religion originated from the Zoroastrianism of ancient Persia, which was intro-
duced to the Central Plains of China by the Sogdinans travelling along the Silk Road. According to the historical
records of Dunhuang, the Zoroastrian temples in Dunhuang show typical characteristics of ancient Iranian reli-
gious architecture, the primary characteristic of which is a four—pillared square hall surrounded by colonnades
on four sides. The iconography and fire worship reported to have appeared in the temples was clearly inherited
from the traditions of both ancient Persian and Sogdian Zoroastrianism.
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