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The Conflict between Two Liangtai and Wartime Finances
during the Reigns of Emperors Xianfeng and Tongzhi:
The Liangtais of Jiangnan and Jiangbei

Liu Zenghe

Abstract

After Taiping troops occupied Nanjing, various imperial armies marched
southwards, requiring unprecedented financial resources. The old
mechanism through which the Ministry of Revenue transferred military
payments according particular needs was hardly efficient.  Emperor
Xianfeng ordered the commander of each army to negotiate for supplies of
money through provincial liangtai, which then entered a period of
self-management. During the war to suppress the Taiping Rebellion, the two
liangtai of Jiangnan and Jiangbei were important bureaus for military
fundraising and payments. However, they often completed and conflicted
with each other about the resources to be taxed, the soldiers to be paid, the
money to be transferred, and so forth. The General Bureau of Military
Fundraising was established to coordinate the two liangtai. Although
working efficiently at the beginning, it soon disappeared due to the
intervention of military commanders and the corruption of officials. The
conflicts and rivalry between the Jiangnan Liangtai and Jiangbei Liangtai
reflected the inability of imperial court to adapt to the requirement of wartime
military fundraising in authorizing and appointing the liangtai officials. That
was the fatal flaw of the wartime financial system of the imperial court.

Keywords: wartime finance, Jiangbei Liangtai, Jiangnan Liangtai,
Qiao Songnian, Jiang Qingji
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