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institutional and cultural factors during the Mongol-Yuan dynasty’s unification
process. Their experience reflected the shifting paths of advancement available

to rural elites and contributed to changing the social landscape of the capital’s

periphery.

The Evolution of Household Registration Trading Mechanisms in the Ming
Dynasty Ye Jinhua (75)

Under the early Ming system of peihu dangchai (household-assigned service),
various types of household registrations carried distinct corvée obligations, each
with varying levels of burden and risk. In this regard, local elites frequently traded
household registrations to evade heavy labor service. By the mid-to-late Ming
dynasty, different kinds of labor services were combined into items of silver tax,
and the government control over personal status loosened, making the economic
attributes of household registration increasingly prominent. The private motivations
for trading registrations shifted toward pursuing lower tax rates, tax and corvée
exemptions, land title confirmation, and resource acquisition. While earlier
transactional patterns persisted, contractualized transactions gradually gained
prevalence. Transaction formats diversified, encompassing methods of total property
rights transfer, such as irrevocable sale and revocable sale, as well as innovative
models like the shared ownership of titles and the leasing of usage rights. Such
evolution, rather than following a linear trajectory, reflects a tortuous progression
shaped by the long-term interplay between the rigidity of state institutions and the
flexibility of social practices. Market transactions reshaped the order of household
registration property rights in the Ming dynasty, marking a crucial transition
in which state-endowed identity resources gradually disengaged from personal

dependency and transformed into divisible and tradable capital.
Fiscal Relief for Land and Maritime Border Regions in the Mid-Guangxu
Reign Liu Zenghe (99)

Research on major issues concerning the land and maritime border regions in

the late Qing dynasty requires bridging the disciplinary divide between borderland
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history and fiscal history. The approach requires a comparative analysis of
official memorials and private correspondences, placing distinct emphasis on the
interpretive discrepancies between these two sources. During the Sino-French War,
Xinjiang was established as a province but faced the ongoing challenge of military
arrears accumulated over years of conflict. Tan Zhonglin, Governor-General of
Shaanxi, Gansu, and other local areas, and Liu Jintang, Provincial Governor of
Xinjiang, submitted multiple memorials while frequently communicating via private
correspondence with key central officials, such as Yan Jingming. Consequently,
the Ministry of Revenue eventually ordered various provinces and customs to
divert a portion of the Jingxiang (capital funds) in silver ingots to Gansu, so as to
alleviate Xinjiang’s fiscal distress. Similarly, Zhang Zhidong, Governor-General
of Liangguang, submitted successive memorials and prioritized maintaining
correspondence with central officials as well when resolving the debt crisis in
Guangdong arising from the policy of supporting Taiwan and restoring Vietnam to
its status as a tributary state. The personal rapport and strategic coordination between
high-ranking officials in Beijing and Guangzhou proved pivotal in securing fiscal
relief for Guangdong. The strategic combination of official memorials and private
correspondence by high-ranking officials between the capital and the provinces
provides a vital research perspective for examining relief efforts on the land and
maritime border regions. Furthermore, it significantly advances the academic

aspiration of constructing a living institutional history.

The Communist Party of China’s Labor-Capital United Front in Shanghai
during the War of Liberation Huo Xinbin (123)

During the War of Liberation, the Communist Party of China (CPC) integrated
patriotic sentiment with the concept of labor-capital cooperation. It actively led
Shanghai workers in economic struggles, tightly linking these struggles with
political struggles, and carefully managing labor-capital relations. By pursuing a
dual policy of struggle and unity toward national capitalists, the CPC established a
second front against Chiang Kai-shek and U.S. imperialism. This initiative played

an important role in overthrowing the Kuomintang regime and founding the People’s
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