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of historical discourse is “society”; the typical features of each constitute an
important transitional mechanism between the two. Although literary and historical
discourses complement each other, at times literary discourse may deviate from and

even challenge historical discourse.
(9) Military Financing in Late Qing Frontier Defense Liu Zenghe « 164 «

In the middle of the Guangxu reign, China’ s frontiers were being harassed by
foreign aggression. Financial difficulties meant that officials at court and those at the
frontier had different views on the defense of the frontier, but the Qing government
eventually made the decision to mount a defense of the frontier against threats.
Negotiations to regain Yili triggered a threat from Tsarist Russia on the northwest
and northeast frontiers. The government set up dedicated funding supporting the
defense of the northeast frontier. On the northwest frontier, it made Xinjiang a
province, while officials including Yan Jingming arranged to bail out the treasury
while supporting the defense of that frontier. The crisis provoked by the French
invasion of Taiwan drove the Qing to make a province of Taiwan, but the defense of
Taiwan and the Penghu islands required further large-scale funding. Fujian tried to
maintain the unity of Fujian and Taiwan, providing financial support to Taiwan and
financial backing to southeast coastal defense. Military financing of the frontier
defense was impeded by the government’ s financial difficulties. Pacifying the
frontier conflicted with addressing the dynasty’ s financial problems, but the two
were closely connected, becoming an important test of the Qing government’ s
ability to pacify the frontier and defend its borders.

(10) The Transformation of the International Order and China’ s Choices
Tang Shiping « 187 «

Since the global financial crisis of 2008, there has been a noticeable increase in
domestic and foreign discussion of the current and future American/Western-based
international order, but the relevant research findings not only lack a framework for
assessing the operability of the international order but also lack case-studies giving an
empirical analysis of its historical transformation. Our paper constructs a relatively
complete definition and assessment framework for the international order, providing
case-studies of major changes in that order since 1800 and offering the following
options for China: namely, China will be a “builder of world peace, contributor to
global development and keeper of international order.” As long as we can be sure that
no outside country will impede the country’ s economic growth; and that growth will
tend to depend more on domestic reform and opening up, what we need to do is to
retain calm and manage our domestic affairs in accord with reform and opening up,
while as far as possible promoting steady improvement in the international order
jointly with other countries and non-state actors, with benefits for the world.
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