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sacrifices, Emperor Xiaowen transformed the suburban sacrifice system and changed
its practitioners from officials to emperors. Xianbei’s old rituals of western suburban
offerings to heaven ended, and the supremacy of the Chinese ceremony of suburban
offerings to heaven was established. After moved the capital to Luoyang, Emperor
Xiaowen demonstrated that the divine rights belonged to the Wei. The disputes over the
legitimacy of rule between the southern imperial government and the northern imperial
government gradually reached their climax. The concept of legitimacy in the Northern Wei
government imitated the Wei’s system and inherited the Han’s system; it also inherited
the concepts of the Western Jin. The system of the Northern Wei was more similar to the
system established by Emperor Ming of Cao-Wei after the first year of the Jingchu period.
To some extent, it reflected its rulers’ determination about their legitimacy in surpassing

the Southern Dynasties and following the Cao-Wei Dynasty.

The Evolution of Law During the Ming Dynasty—A Focus on the “Qianqi” Clause
Liu Zhenggang and Gao Yang(98)
Given the experience regarding military spouses and dependents throughout prior
generations during the early Ming Dynasty, and for the purpose of establishing garrisons,
the policy of bringing wives into garrisons was first launched in the 24" year of Emperor
Hongwu’s reign. At the time, this policy was expedient, and its enforcement was not
strict. In the first year of the Zhengtong period, due to increasingly many deserters, the
giangi clause (referring to a woman who accompanies her exiled husband) was added to
the ltemized Precedents of Military Administration, transforming this expedient measure
into a formal regulation. During the Zhengde period, the clause was absorbed into the Da-
Ming Huidian, becoming a part of the national law system. During its judicial practice,
the phenomenon of taking fake wives and buying wives created various social problems.
Adjustments to the enforcement of this law were issued by the imperial government to
solve such problems. Among the interactions between central and local authorities over

enforcing the giangi policy, civil service and military departments had disputes due to
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their differing positions. Based on the role of military spouses in consolidating garrisons,
however, the clause continued even after the end of the Ming Dynasty, despite the
disadvantages brought about by its enforcement. The evolution of giangi clause reflects
a universal phenomenon of the Ming Dynasty’s laws, which in its enforcement reacted to

the trend of times and evolved dynamically.

Why Copper Coins Are Common in the Countryside: The Circulation and Replacement
of Small Currency in North China During the Late Qing Dynasty and the early
Republic of China Han Xiang(119)

After a series of currency system reforms in the late Qing Dynasty and the early
Republic of China, the official status of copper coins transformed from being an auxiliary
for copper cash, to being equal to copper cash, to surpassing copper cash as the subsidiary
currency, and to being melted into a minted currency by copper cash. But the copper
coin was an undervalued currency with a face value higher than the value of the copper it
contained. Because the government’s maintenance of the value of the copper coin varied
greatly between urban and rural areas, the circulation of copper coins was well banked
in urban areas but rejected in rural areas, which aggravated copper coin crises. During
the First World War, the Market Stabilization Currency Bureau, mints, copper smelters
of the Beiyang government and, in particular, Chinese merchants hired by the Japanese
businessmen after Japanese occupation of Qingdao, caused the copper cash in the northern
Chinese countryside to drain away, and the circulation of copper coins thus increased
significantly. After the First World War, copper coins replaced copper cash as the principal
small currency and the benchmark of market in North China. As a result, the traditional
urban—rural monetary system centered on “silver tael-copper cash” also transformed into
a new “silver dollar—copper coin” system. It can be seen that there was a great tension
between institutional currency system reforms and social practices; in addition, the
Japanese invasion force became an important external cause of changes to the currency

system in modern China.
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