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Professor Shi Nianhai’s Contribution to the Initiation of Chinese Historical Geography
Guo Shengbo Song Jian
(Center for Historical Geographical Studies, Jinan University,510632)

Abstract: With the perspective on theories and viewpoints, this paper reviews that Professor Shi Nian-
hai’ s contribution to the initiation of Chinese Historical Geography. Prof. Shi promoted the Chinese Evolu-
tionary Geography to Historical Geography, laying the foundation of Chinese Historical Geography system
and proposingits research assignments in line with China’ s national conditions. He was the pioneer to re-
search on the Yellow River basin in Historical Physiography and innovated the research methods on the
changes of territory and administrative areas. In Chinese Historical Population Geography, he came up with
the concept of densely populated regions. In Historical Economic Geography, he proposed the concept of de-
marcation line between agriculture and animal husbandry, as well as carried out the systematic research on
ancient canal and Chinese historical agricultural geography. In Historical Urban Geography, he emphasized
on the research of economic city and capital, establishing the study on China’s Ancient Capitals. In Histori-
cal Military Geography, his research on the Great Wall was characteristic. In Historical Cultural Geography,
he proposed the research on the ancient culture in capital and geographical distribution of intellectuals. Be-
sides, he had achievements on historical toponymy, maps and Chorography, leaving a valuable and rich aca-
demic legacy for us.

Keywords: Shi Nianhai; Chinese Historical Geography; Historical Physiography; Historical Economic
Geography ; China’ s Ancient Capitals
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