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ABSTRACT: The Epitaph of the Defei of the Later Tang introduces the Family of Yi and depicts the
life of Defei. The Emperor Zhuangzong of Later Tang, Li Cunxu, married Madam Yi when defending his fief.
Madam Yi was first conferred the title of the Madame of the Yan State and then the title of Defei. Afterwards, the
emperor lost his interest in Defei, which made Defei turn to the belief of Taoism and keep herself away from the
government affairs. The Huaimeizhou City, where the tomb of Defei situates, is not the Huaizhou City Ruins,
but the city built by Yelv-deguang for settling the captives during the Tianzan and the Huitong eras. The tomb
structure and the composition of the funeral objects indicate the adoption of the burial rules and the patterns from

the Dynasty in the Central Plain and show the influence of the burial customs from Hebei area.
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