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“pbushu” and the Urban Society of Guangzhou in Late Qing
Liang Minling
(Department of History, Jinan University, Guangzhou,510632)

Abstract: During the Qing Dynasty, the subordinate county-level officials usually held their own juris-
diction, which reflects the transformation of the local governance. Although this situation was typical in
Guangdong, previous research often focused on the administration of the village rather than the city. By look-
ing into the case of the bushu (#ifi J&)division, the jurisdiction of the subordinate county-level officials of
Nanhai County and Panyu County, we can see that the jurisdiction began to be in charge of land taxes and
household registration. In the meantime, the bushu division was also considered to be geographically equiva-
lent to the urban area of Guangzhou. As a result, bushu was used to identify the registered households of the
in-migrants who had long resided in the urban area. With the establishment of the urban lineages, the bushu
identification was frequently used in the affairs related to household registration and civil examination, and
interacted with the urban area of these two counties in different ways. The article argues that this situation of
Guangzhou was structured together by the system of subordinate county-level officials’ jurisdiction, the way
of the land taxes and household registration in Pearl River Delta, and the stratified urban space and compli-
cated social structure.

Key words: Bushu; Subordinate county-level officials ; Guangzhou; Household registration ; In-migrants
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