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accounts totally diverge.

Infighting among the Imperial Family in the Last Years of the Qing Dynasty and the Return of Yuan
Shikai Zhu Wenliang( 89)

The Empress Dowager Cixi’ s deathbed edict gave rise to a power structure of mutual
containment between Empress Dowager Longyu and the Prince Regent Zaifeng in the Xuantong
reign period. The dismissal and return of Yuan Shikai was naturally predicated on Longyu’s
attitude. Zaifeng’s younger brother Zaitao, who was promoting military reform, had intended to
let Yuan Shikai return to office, but Longyu’s opposition prevented this from coming to fruition.
With the setting up of the imperial cabinet, the fighting between Zaitao and LLongyu’s supporter
Zaize over the Prime Ministership intensified. The imperial family’s infighting meant that each
party sought to win over Yuan Shikai. creating the conditions for his return. After the Wuchang
Uprising, Yuan made the decision to return to office, but he attached some conditions, the chief
of which was “becoming Commander-in-Chief of the Insurrection-Suppressing Army.” Zaize’s
support was instrumental in the Qing court’s basically agreeing to Yuan’s demands on October
21, 1911. Yuan’s return thus derived from the support of the imperial family rather than from

pressure exerted by the Western powers.

The Implementation of the Baojia System in Southern Gansu Tibetan Area in the 1940s
Liu Dejun(107)
In the early 1940s, the Gansu provincial government began to extend the reach of the baojia system
to the Southern Gansu Tibetan area. The implementation of the system had a revolutionary impact on
the local tusi (chieftain ) system, meeting with opposition from local political and religious forces and
suspicion from ordinary Tibetans. In this contest between state administration and the chieftain system ,
the implementation of the baojia system had a profound influence on the modernization of grassroots
society. It not only wrought great changes in the existing feudal mode of conservative rural governance ,
but also allowed national administrative organs to begin taking root in this region and gave ordinary

Tibetans a growing sense of national identity.

Conflicting Historical Narratives and Variations in Western Historiography: The Death of Julian the
Apostate Liu Yangang(125)

Christians and pagans had complex interlocking and conflicting narratives of the major
historical event of the death of Julian the Apostate. The conflict reflected in their historical
narratives is a microcosm of the competition and intermingling of Christian and classical
historiography. Christianity itself had a long historiographic tradition with a historical
consciousness that had little in common with classical historiography; but classical historiography

had already flourished for a thousand years, so had an unquestionable advantage in the analysis of
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