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ABSTRACT: 2018-2019 excavations at the Xinglong site, located in the southern edge of the Mongolian Plateau,
confirmed the existence of a large moat and passageways around the site and revealed continuous cultural strata spanning
the Epipaleolithic-Neolithic transitional period through the middle Neolithic period. Amongst these strata, artifacts dating
to the Epipaleolithic-Neolithic transitional period represent typical remains of the microlithic industry in North China.
Neolithic Phase 1-4 remains are predominated by houses. Specifically, the pottery assemblage from Phase 1 consists of
round-bottomed cooking vessels with wide orifices, along with abundant stone and bone objects. Little change happened
from Phase 2-3, except that barrel-shaped cooking vessels with flat bottoms predominate the pottery assemblage. Round-
bottomed cooking vessels with necks appear during Phase 4. Neolithic features from Phase 5 include round pit tombs,
stone slab hearths, and piles of microlithic flake debitage. However, pottery is absent during this period. The site dates
from 13500-5000 BP without any substantial chronological gaps. The excavation of the Xinglong site provides critical
data for the exploration of the Epipaleolithic-Neolithic transitional period and other topics in North China.
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