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From Vayu to Wysprkr: The Zoroastrian Wind God in Hindu Garb
from the Middle Ages

ZHANG Xiaogui
(History Department, Ji'nan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510632 )

Abstract: Vayu, the god of wind in the Iranian text Avesta, represents both the wind of nature and the life-breath of all liv-
ing things. After Vayu entered Central Asia he came to be represented using features borrowed from images of Shiva and eventu-
ally became Oego, the Kushan variant of the Zoroastrian wind god. After the Sassanids conquered the Bactrian region, they made
a series of changes to Oeso’s image that endowed him with characteristics closer to those of the Zoroastrian version of Vayu. The
image of the three-headed Oeso continued to exist in Sogdiana but was known as Wyprkr and was more important than the local
Iranian spirit Vayu. Wysprkr was imported to China with the triad of the great Zoroastrian Gods after the construction of the Silk
Road. Documents from the Tang and Song dynasties clearly record the Zoroastrian wind god in a shape similar to that of Shiva,
which vividly indicates the exchanges happening among Zoroastrianism, Hinduism, and Buddhism in the Middle Ages.
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